ISOPTERA
White Ants.    Termites.
Soft insects with simple antennae, two pairs of equal
membranous wings lying flat on the abdomen, and shed by
means of a suture at their base, or entirely wingless. Biting
mouth-parts. Ten abdominal segments. Anal cerci present.
Social.
The Termites have now been promoted to a separate order,
but were formerly the family Termitidce of the order Corrodentia
or Pseudonemoptera.
It is unfortunate that the name White Ant has stuck to these
insects, but Termites can be distinguished from ants by having
the abdomen sessile on the thorax, and by not having the
abdominal nodes, universal in ants. The usual colour is
whitish, darkening through various shades of brown to black.
Four types are commonly seen ; the winged adults with wings
longer than the body, the c'royalties " or "kings" and
" queens " which have the bases of the wings only as horny
flaps; and soldiers, and workers, both wingless. The soldiers
are noticeable on account of their large mandibles. Barely is
any type fully chitinized. The various individuals make up a
more or less large community, and live a social life in a concealed
nest, or in the huge mounds familiar in many parts of Africa
and the East. Very few live in warm temperate regions and
none in the temperate regions, the vast majority being confined
to the tropics and sub-tropics.
The head of the soldier termite is well chitinized, and in this
type the mouth-parts are prognathous, whereas in all other
forms they are usually hypognathous. The mandibles are
short with the inner edge armed with teeth, which are generally
uneven in number on the two. In soldiers the mandibles are
developed to an enormous size, being often an long as the whole
of the rest of the body. The maxillae end in two curved points,
the labium is large, especially in workers, and the ligula is
channelled, but not divided, with two lobes on the extremity.
The labrum is of characteristic shape in different genera. The
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